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Study in 31 AIDS PROJECTS

 Response of the Catholic Church to AIDS in Southern 

Africa is largely driven by women as shown in a study 

drawing responses coming from 21 dioceses in 2 

countries.

 Project co-ordinators are mainly Catholic, and see their 

work as inspired by the gospel, and the Church’s moral 

and social teachings.  Many of their colleagues are not 

Catholics. 



How and why the projects began

Many  have origins in primary health services at Catholic clinics 
and in parish/diocesan outreach projects, some of them pre-
dating the AIDS pandemic and evolving from needs around 
and for

 AIDS education and training; Health care for the sick and the 
dying 

 Home based care; An ecumenical thrust

 Co-ordination of diocesan development work

 A response to being personally affected by AIDS

 Care for orphans and vulnerable children

 The situation of the poor; Spiritual values 



Services, staff, funding

 Services include AIDS education, awareness raising, support groups, 
hospice and palliative care, HIV counselling and testing, antiretroviral 
treatment, and the care of orphaned and vulnerable children. 

 People are paid salaries or stipends  or offer totally voluntary services.  One 
of the largest projects has over 800 volunteers in addition to full time staff.  

 One third of the respondent projects receives less than $ 50 000 per year in 
donor funding.  A second group of projects receives between US $ 50 000 
and $ 100 000 per annum.  A third group receives between $ 100 000 and $ 
600 000 per annum, running multiple programmes. 

 The fourth group, receiving between  $ 1 and $ 1,5 million per annum, 
actively seeks donors and establishes partnerships that span many years.  
Not only is their funding linked to the hard work of fund-raising, but also to 
the personalities of charismatic people. 



How women in the projects and the projects view their 

Catholic character and Catholic Social Teaching 

principles

 The contribution of these organisations emanates from Catholic 

Social Teaching and gospel values. The projects see themselves 

and their work as belonging to the mission and outreach of the 

Church. 

 Catholic Social Teaching: It is especially the principles related to the 

dignity of life, the option for the poor and solidarity that engage the 

men and women involved in the projects.

 Pastoral care, catechetics, prayer and education: Pastoral activities 

take place within AIDS projects, not just within formal church 

structures. 



Women at the centre of policy making and the 
Church’s response to the fight against AIDS

Without the hands on response of women the response of the Church to AIDS 
would be diminished.  Women in the study see themselves as more geared towards 
involvement in the ‘messiness’ of AIDS than are men,  as more caring, programmed 
to provide nursing care to the sick or love and support to orphans.  Some see men 
as unwilling to get involved because there is nothing ‘macho’ about responding to 
AIDS, and there’s little or no money in it for them.  

 Women traditionally  provide care for their families, for orphans, for the sick 

 Men are migrant workers and seldom at home

 Women are more compassionate than men and  recognise their own 
vulnerability

 Stigma, myths, denial and cultural factors affect men more than women

 Women want to be informed of and share information about the disease



Concluding Observations

The findings of the SACBC study point to the involvement of women at 
grassroots and in hands-on responses in different programmes.  What it 
has highlighted are some of the shifts that have taken place, from 
mainly home based care and care for the sick and the dying, to care 
for orphaned and vulnerable children as well as care for the sick and 
those on antiretroviral treatment.  Also noted is the way women view 
their contribution towards the Church’s response to AIDS, and how 
they see what they are involved in as part of the mission and 
evangelising role of the Church. The need for AIDS education 
programmes, and for the care of those on treatment/not yet on 
treatment, and for children affected by AIDS is needed more even 
than before if the pandemic in Southern Africa is to be halted.  That, 
and the Church’s compassionate and challenging response.


